Landscape legacy

Sir, We were pleased to see your
report “Over 400,000 trees planted n

road schemes fail to survive” (news,

Aug 5; letters, Aug 7). This reflects our

concerns about National Highways’
neglect of 860,000 trees planted in
2018 along the Al4 Cambridge to
Peterborough trunk road. It is ironic
that this landscaping project was
nominated for the BBC Countryfile
magazine’s prestigious “conservation
success of the year” award. Despite
advice from tree experts, National
Highways’ management of planting
and aftercare fell so short of basic
requirements that the majority died.
We launched a campaign about this,
which also detailed National
Highways’ use of plastic tree guards
(when biodegradable alternatives are
available). Its pledge to remove these
after three to five years has been
ignored along another of our major
roads, the A428. Here they remain

after 20 years, blighting and polluting

our precious countryside.

When our MP, Jonathan Djanogly,

took up this issue with Martin

Fellows, regional director of National

Highways, he received this response:

“Whilst we have no current plans for

removing the tree guards from the
A428, we are working on a

longer-term plan to clear these along
part of the A428 with a volunteering

opportunity.” We are amazed that a
government agency with an
acknowledged responsibility for

clearing up after itself should expect

volunteers to do it for them.
Graham Campbell
Chairman, Great Ouse Valley Trust
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